
VINTAGE SPORTS-CAR CLUB  

OBTAINING AN ORIGINAL OR PERIOD VEHICLE REGISTRATION NUMBER 

 

Part 1 – FAQ 

 
The first part of this document is general guidelines for the old car movement 

1. What do the initials mean? 

DVLA -  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency – the name of the Executive Agency of the Department for 

Transport that is charged with maintaining driver and vehicle records.  DVLA’s HQ is a substantial complex 

at Swansea. 

DVLC -  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Centre – the original name for the centralised, computerised, 

registration system, this abbreviation is now used only to describe the complex at Swansea. 

LO, or DVLA LO, - Local Office – one of the regional offices of DVLA whose addresses can be found in 

Yellow Pages or at the DVLA website, www.dft.gov.uk/dvla  

RF60 or VE60 – the old style buff or green card log books phased out in the 1970s when vehicle records 

were computerised.  RF stood for Road Fund, VE for Vehicle Excise.  RF60 log books were still being issued 

several years after the Road Fund ceased to exist. 

Road Fund – It is still common to hear the “tax disc” referred to as the Road Fund Licence, an expression 

that dates from the time that vehicle tax was collected by local authorities and linked directly to road 

building and maintenance.  The direct link between vehicle taxation and road construction (and hence the 

“road fund”) ended in 1937.  Nowadays, the correct name for the amount payable for a tax disc is Vehicle 

Excise Duty. 

V? – DVLA forms and information leaflets all have reference numbers.  Those relating to vehicles generally 

start with V. 

V5 – original computerised vehicle registration document.  V5s were phased out in 2004-5 in favour of the 

current V5C registration document. 

V5C – current style of vehicle registration document that is uniform with all such documents in the 

European Union. 

VED – Vehicle Excise Duty – amount paid to obtain a “tax disc”.  VED for pre-1973 vehicles is currently 

rated at nil 

2. I have bought a vehicle, but it has no papers, how do I get them? 

Assuming DVLA recognises the registration number, you complete a form V62 (downloadable from the 

forms page at www.dft.gov.uk/dvla ) pay the fee (£25 at the time of writing) and wait.  (You can check 

whether or not DVLA recognises the registration by following the “Vehicle Enquiry” link at 

www.taxdisc.direct.gov.uk ) 

DVLA will have to write to the previously recorded keeper to check that they no longer have the vehicle 

and have to wait a set time before issuing a new V5C registration document if there is no response, but you 

should receive it within 25 working days. 



3. Can I get a tax disc for a vehicle while I am waiting for my V5C to arrive? 

No.  You can only get a tax disc if you have a V5C in your name or the “New keeper’s details” section of the 

V5C that was issued in the previous keeper’s name. 

4. My vehicle has a registration number plate on it, why doesn’t DVLA recognise it? 

Until the late 1970s, the vehicle registration system was based on paper records held by local authorities.  

From the mid-1970s, registration records were transferred to a centralised computer system.  This 

happened automatically when tax discs were renewed, and new computerised registration documents were 

issued. 

Owners of vehicles that were not re-taxed during this period were given several years during which they 

could send in their old style log books and have their vehicles recorded on the new computer, but this 

option ended in 1983.  Registrations that had not been transferred to the DVLC system by 1983 were “lost” 

and are no longer recognised but they can be re-claimed in certain circumstances. 

5. I have evidence that my vehicle has been taxed since 1983 [old tax disc, old V5], but DVLA says 

my vehicle is not recorded on the computer.  How can this be? 

There was a period in the 1990s when the capacity of the DVLA computers was causing concern.  For a 

brief period, while the system was upgraded, records for vehicles that had not been licensed for some years 

were backed up and removed from the main computer to increase capacity.  Many of today’s front line staff 

at DVLA do not know of the backed-up records.  You need to apply again, this time enclosing a covering 

letter explaining why you believe your vehicle should be recorded. 

6. How can I get a “lost” registration re-allocated to my vehicle? 

Provided you have the necessary documentary evidence, such as an old-style log book, you should be able to 

recover the lost number.  You will need a form V765 and the help of an appropriate club.  Both the form 

and a list of appropriate clubs (V765/1) can be downloaded from the “forms” page at www.dft.gov.uk/dvla  

7. What is the V765 scheme? 

The V765 scheme is a mechanism whereby “lost” registration marks may be recovered.  The scheme came 

in to being in the late 1980s after intense lobbying by FBHVC and “V765″ is simply the reference number of 

the form that is used for the purpose. 

In order to re-claim a lost registration, you will need a piece of documentary evidence linking the vehicle 

with the number being claimed. 

The V765 itself is a simple form and has useful notes on the reverse.  It contains a space for completion by 

an authorised vehicle club, or other approved body, to authenticate the claim. 

You will also need a form V55/5 which can only be obtained from a DVLA local office.  This is more 

complicated.  Applicants should take care to use black ink and clear capital letters.  Leave items that make 

no sense or are not relevant to old vehicles blank, but do remember to sign the form on page 2.  If in doubt, 

seek advice from the club authenticating the V765 form.  Please note: supporting documents proving identity 

are not required for a V55/5 when it is used in conjunction with a V765. 



8. What is considered suitable evidence? 

An old style logbook (RF60/VE60) is the strongest evidence, but other pre-1983 documents linking the 

make of vehicle to the registration number (such as old tax discs, MoT certificates, insurance documents, 

garage receipts etc.) are usually accepted. 

A DVLA official has to see the original document(s) that you are using to support your claim. To avoid risk 

of loss of valuable original documentation, FBHVC recommends that you take it, in person, to your nearest 

DVLA Local Office where it can be inspected and certified copies can be made. The copies can then be used 

for the application process. 

If you have no documentation, you may be able to obtain a certified copy of the entry in the local authority 

register that was made when the number was first allocated. Although many of these old records have been 

destroyed, some have been kept in local authority archives and others have been rescued by specialist 

organisations such as the Kithead Trust. You can find out if the register recording your vehicle’s original 

registration still exists by going to the Kithead Trust’s web site www.kitheadtrust.org.uk – this gives a list 

showing the location of the registers that are known to have survived. 

 9. How do I find a suitable club to countersign the V765? 

If there is no obvious one-make club appropriate for your vehicle listed in the V765/1 booklet, the VSCC 

can perform this task on behalf of its members (See Part 2 below). 

FBHVC recommends that you make contact with the relevant club before sending any documents.  The 

club has to satisfy itself that the claim being made is justified before it can countersign the application. The 

authenticating club should arrange for the vehicle to be inspected and is entitled to charge a fee both for the 

inspection and for countersigning the V765.  Fees should be agreed in advance.  The inspection fee is payable 

whether or not the club subsequently agrees to countersign the application.  Clubs may not refuse an 

application from a non-member, but may offer discounted fees to members. 

10. What happens if I don’t have the necessary evidence, or if DVLA won’t accept the evidence I do 

have? 

Provided you can prove the year of manufacture of your vehicle to DVLA’s satisfaction (they will usually 

accept a dating letter provided by an appropriate club listed in the V765/1 list) an “age-related” number will 

be issued.  Unfortunately, the supply of such numbers is running out and those of the ABC 123 type that 

were issued from the mid 1930s to 1950s have already run out.  Vehicles of this period will receive numbers 

of the 123 ABC type until those too run out. 

It is rare not to be able to specify the year of manufacture for a genuine mainstream vehicle.  Problems arise 

with vehicles that have been modified or which are of a type that was not really intended for road use, such 

as builders’ dump trucks.  If your vehicle falls into either of these categories, you may find two DVLA 

information sheets useful: (V848) ‘How to register your “old” vehicle’ (available from Local Offices), and 

(INF 26) ‘Guidelines for the registration of rebuilt or radically altered vehicles and kit cars’ (downloadable 

from the forms page at www.dft.gov.uk/dvla ). 

11. If I accept an age related number, will I lose entitlement to the original number? 

Accepting an age-related registration will not prevent you reclaiming the correct registration for your 

vehicle if the requisite evidence becomes available. 



12. Will I be able to transfer my recovered or age related number to another vehicle? 

No.  Recovered numbers and age related numbers are non-transferable. 

13. Why does the V765 form have to be countersigned by a club or other approved body, and what 

do they have to do? 

For technical reasons, DVLA is unable to make a charge for the re-issue of a “lost” registration.  This means 

it is unable to devote the resources necessary to checking applications in detail and part of the deal when 

FBHVC negotiated the scheme was that others (usually clubs) would take responsibility for carrying out 

basic authenticity checks.  Those carrying out this work have to be registered with DVLA to do so and are 

listed in the V765/1 list. 

Their role is to check that the vehicle exists and appears genuine and that the documentation being used to 

support the claim is both genuine and relates to the vehicle in question.  An inspection of the vehicle to 

verify chassis and engine numbers etc. is standard practice. 

 

 

Part 2 – The VSCC Procedures 
 

The procedure for verifying applications for original and age related registration numbers with DVLA, so far as 

the VSCC is concerned, is as follows. 

 

Originally applications could only be accepted for complete cars, but now it is possible, if claiming an original 

number against specific evidence, to get cars on  to the DVLA computer, even though the car is not 

roadworthy.  It is not necessary to have a current MOT Certificate but cars must be reasonably complete and 

it is usually much more straightforward if the chassis number is easily visible should the DVLA wish to inspect it. 

If claiming a period registration then the car must be roadworthy and with a current MoT certificate, even for 

pre-1960 cars. 

 

Categories 

 

There are four categories to be considered : 

 

 1.  Vehicles which have already been given an age related number. 

 

2. Where a vehicle is registered but not on its original number and which is not an age related 

number. 

 

In case '1' & '2', you will need to get a Form V765. (Application to register a vehicle under its 

original number) from your local Department of Transport Vehicle Registration Office, see your 

local phone book for the address, we do not have them. 

  

3.  Where a vehicle is un- registered but there is good proof of the original number. 

 

In case '3', however, because your vehicle is unregistered, you will need a Form V765 and a 

Form V55/5 (Application for a first licence for a motor vehicle and declaration for registration - Both 

from the DVLA Local Office) and a valid MoT for the car. 

 

 4. Vehicles which are un-registered but the original number cannot be proved. 

 

In case '4' you will need a Form V55/5 and a valid MoT for the car. 



Evidence 

 

Original Log Books.  In cases '1', '2', & '3' the forms mentioned above will have to be accompanied by good 

proof of the original number, such as the original buff log book (see also below), or  manufacturer's records or 

accredited Register details.  An old style log book will make things very much easier for us. Do not send the 

original to us or DVLA, just take it to your local vehicle licencing office and get them to make a certified copy 

for you.  DVLA will also accept a photocopy certified by a local Police Station, if your local DVLO is not so 

local.  It is preferable to send us the originals of any other evidence.   Extracts from registers, manufacturers 

records etc must be endorsed by the Registrar as follows: 

 

"I certify that this is a true copy of the entry in the register relating to the car for which registration 

number....... is requested".   

 

If the old style log book is not available the DVLA will consider other documentary evidence that the vehicle 

was previously registered under the mark claimed, such as MOT certificates, tax discs, extracts from One Make 

Registers etc. 

 

In Case '4', vehicles for which an age related number is sought, and you do not have any evidence as to the 

original number, the Club will support your application if you send sufficient evidence as to its date of 

manufacture and identity.   The car must have a current MoT certificate. If the car has been recently assembled 

from eligible parts, full details of the source of those parts will be required, this will probably involve at least as 

much, if not more, information than is elicited on a VSCC Eligibility Buff Form.  

 

Having obtained the forms you must complete them and send them to the Club office with the evidence linking 

the car with the number you are trying to get.   You must also enclose a cheque payable to the VSCC for 

the minimum charge, for straight forward cases, of £25 inc VAT.  In all cases it is preferable that you send 

a ¾ front view colour photo of the car showing the number plate, if it has one. 

 

The Club, if satisfied, will then issue to you a letter confirming the date of manufacture, which you can use in 

your application to the DVLA. 

 

 

Vehicle Inspections 

 

It is now normally necessary for cars to be inspected by a VSCC official although the issue of a buff form for the 

car will usually mean that a further inspection is not required. There would be a supplementary fee to cover 

travelling expenses and, if it were necessary, this fee would be negotiated in advance. 

 

Please remember the VSCC does not make the final decision, it is the DVLA, though the Club's 

recommendation will add weight. Also, any registration number issued under this scheme will not be 

transferable to another vehicle at any time. 

 

In assisting you to obtain a registration number the Club does not accept any liability arising from its advice or 

recommendation.   We shall, of course, do all we can to assist those members who provide good evidence. 

The VSCC is only prepared to deal with cars, the local Department of Transport office have lists of all the 

other clubs dealing with Traction Engines, Historic Commercials, Motorcycles etc.             

 
 

 You should also visit the government advice pages of their website:  

https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-registration/old-vehicles  


